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Manhattan

December 3 was the date for the MAREA
holiday luncheon. The Manhattan High School
Pop Choir entertained the group who enjoyed

a nice luncheon. They collected money for the
scholarships they give Next month they will
continue their collections for the zoo. Thanks to
Lew Faust for his contribution.

Emporia

Emporia Area Retired School Personnel met

on December 12. They were entertained by

the Emporia High School Viva Voce under the
direction of Sarah Bays. Lunch was catered

from Bobby D’s. For their Christmas Service
Project, they collected non-perishable food items
and money for a local church’s food pantry. In
addition they installed their officers for next year.

Southwest

Southwest Kansas Retired School Personnel
held their December meeting at The Manor of
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the Plains (a local retirement facility). Instead

of the regular business meeting they enjoyed
singing Christmas carols with some of the
residents joining in. Door prizes were awarded
and everyone received gift bags full of homemade
cookies and other goodies.. Thanks for sharing
this information goes to Tom Barnes.

Cherokee County

The Cherokee County Chapter of the KARSP
held it’s September meeting on Wednesday, the
17th. A lunch was served, followed by a lesson

on “Tick Born Illness”, a short business and door
prizes. The Chapter awarded Scholarships to Katie
Mooney and Addison Hildebrandt. Members are
collecting items for the following service projects:
blankets, sheets, and backpacks for “Dream Big
Little Ones”, stuffed animals for the fire and
police departments, old towels and pillows for the
Human Society and plastic grocery/Wal-Mart bags
to be crocheted into sleep mates for the homeless.

KARSP MEMBERSHIP
COORDINATOR

The KARSP headquarters are in Topeka, KS. Your
invoice is mailed to the membership coordinator,
to her home in Missouri. She is a 37 year veteran
Kansas educator who moved to MO in retirement
(from Olathe to KCMO). KARSP has members
all over the country and even living overseas.
She volunteered for this position as our previous
membership coordinator won his election for
school board office in his Kansas town and
needed to really focus on that. We guarantee the
money you pay is for your organization, Kansas
Association for Retired School Personnel.

785.232.8788 www.karsp.org




EVERY MOUNTAIN
IS WITHIN REACH |

Beccy Isom
KARSP President

As I begin my term as your State President,

I want to thank you for entrusting me with
representing your wants and needs as members
of this organization. I think most of you are
more familiar with my husband Michael, the
social butterfly, who served as the association’s
president four years ago. He is the reason why I
decided to run for this position. He and others
have worked relentlessly for the organization
and I felt strongly about doing what I could to
continue their efforts.

I didn’t return to college until later in my life
and earned a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree
from Fort Hays State University with a major in
English and minor in Communications. From
there I was fortunate to be hired by Smith Center
High School and spent my teaching career there.
Over the years I also taught for Cloud County
Community College through their outreach
program.

I joined the KARSP Board as the District

1 Director and served in that position until
becoming Vice President in 2024. Working with
this group, I learned how important it is to work
for a large group that has been ignored for so
long.

Mike and I have been married for 58 years and
teaching has been a large part of that life. We
raised two daughters, both are/were teachers.
One is married to a teacher. We also have

a grandson pursuing his degree in teaching
education. To round out our family, our oldest
daughter has retired and belongs to the Smith
County Retired School Personnel unit. She and
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her husband own a farm and raise cattle. They
have two sons, one studying education and one a
farmer. Our other daughter and her husband are
teachers. Their daughter is the Assistant Director
of the Fine Arts program in a private school

in Lewisville Texas. Their son is a student at
Kansas University studying sports broadcasting.
We also have two “perfect” great grandchildren
and two on the way.

My job is to work for and with you. I can not

do it alone. It takes everyone in the organization
to move a mountain and I will be honest; we

are trying to move a mountain as we pursue an
adjustment in our COLA. We have done one step
at a time, so far that didn’t work very well or
move very much dirt. It’s time for the shovels.

Therefore, we all need to contact our legislators,
not just once, but continuously. I plan to go with
our lobbyist Ernie Claudell to the State Capitol
and meet as many of these representatives as
possible. We must put our shovels to work.

As I begin my term for you, I have chosen as my
motto “Every Mountain Is Within Reach.” Let’s

start digging right now!!!

FOUNDATION WINNER
EXPRESSES GRATITUDE

Dear Jerry and Board Members of KARSP

I am thrilled to share an update on the impact of
the grant you awarded to our Graphic Design
department this past spring.

Thanks to your generosity, our classroom is now
equipped with a professional sublimation printer
and heat press. As you can see in the attached
photos, the students are already putting these
tools to incredible use.

Before this grant, our designs stayed on the
screen. Now, students are learning the technical
nuances of color profiles, heat settings, and
substrate materials. Watching their faces light

up when they peel back the transfer paper to
see their own artwork permanently infused into
a shirt is a highlight of my teaching career. It's
literally like Christmas in here!

You haven t just provided equipment; you 've
provided a sense of professional pride and a
tangible connection to the industry. Thank you
for your continued dedication to Kansas students
and for making this hands-on learning possible.

With gratitude,

Kacie Schmidt

The Foundation applications for this next
year will be due soon. Encourage your local
teachers to apply and then they can have
stories like this to share.

THE TAX MAN
COMETH!

Chris Huntsman
KPERS Board of Trustees

KPERS retirees received a
mailing from KPERS Board
of Trustees, mailed from Topeka, just after

Dec 15. (All mail from Topeka goes to Kansas
City for distribution.) This letter will detail the
proactive steps KPERS is taking to prevent the
delay of your 2025 1099-R. The letter has a link
to a great video. If you did not get this mailing,
call KPERS as they are tracking the delivery of
the mailing.

Last year, many of you did not receive your 2024
1099-R on time; you called KPERS and had long
phone waits. The system got overloaded!



KPERS tracks that bulk mailing of 110,000
pieces and knows they sat in a Kansas City
USPS facility for 2 weeks! Some retirees did
not receive them until March!

Early in January 2026, when you call KPERS
you will notice a difference. You will be
directed to “press 1 if you have questions on
your 1099-R, or stay on the line for all other
questions.” Six temporary employees have
been hired to relieve your frustration.

But, did you know that you can get your
KPERS 1009-R mid January in your KPERS
Member Portal? Go to https://www.kspers.
gov/mykpers/mwpfaq.htm#whyenroll to get
started.

Happy New Year!

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Ernie Claudel
KCPR & KARSP Lobbyist

Contact your Legislators! Here are some tips
from Ernie Claudel about sending emails to your
legislators.

The Subject Line
* A subject line should be limited to about 30
characters.
» Make it time sensitive/urgent if possible.
*  “Will you please vote [or take some other
action] for J
*  “Will you please voice your support for a
COLA now!”
* Hopefully, you will be able to use this
suggestion later! “Please vote for Bill
which provides the
KPERS retired with a COLA.”

Email Body

» Make the first sentence and certainly the first
paragraph a summary of the rest of the body
of the email.

* Remainder of the email body:

* Second Level: In some more detail, 3 to
5 sentences explain in more detail (IF
NECESSARY).

Kansas Coalition of Public Retirees ® www.
ksretirees.org

If possible, communicate to the recipient what
the problem is, the solution and the action
needed.

* Third Level: An option might be to
enclose a link to something you want
them to look at in greater detail. One
example might be: List our website, www.
ksretirees.org and what you want them to
read on the site.

Three Cautions:

1. Do not try to prove your knowledge of the
vocabulary of the English language.

2. Keep the statistics to a minimum!

3. Be brief and concise!!

Find Your Legislator

If you do not know, or are not sure, who your
Kansas Senator and Representative is, go to
OpenStates.org. It will ask you what you are
looking for and enter legislators. It will next
ask for your address, and your Senator and
Representative will pop up!!

Please share with me any strategy ideas you have
at my email below and any website questions or

suggestions to kspublicretirees@gmail.com.

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and Happy
New Year.

eclaudell@comcast.net, 913-481-6923

WE HOPE YOU HAD A
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND

WE WISH YOU A HEALTHY
AND HAPPY 2026!
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