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UNIT NEWS
Various units had wonderful Christmas
celebrations. Thanks to those who sent
information. I encourage all groups to
share happenings in their units.
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continue to collect Best Choice labels and
have a scholarship jar at their meetings for
contributions. Thanks to Nancy Warren for
sharing.

Emporia Area’s December meeting was
on December 2. The members enjoyed
Christmas songs sung by members of
The Topeka Area Retired School
the Emporia High School Chorale led by
Personnel celebrated their 70th year as an
organization on December 5. They were the Sarah Bays. Some of them are pictured
below. They also enjoyed a pulled pork
first retired school personnel organization
meal and dessert of Christmas cookies
in Kansas. Besides a delicious meal,
and candy provided by the officers. There
they had musical entertainment from the
was also the installation of new officers in
Shawnee Heights Choraliers. Also on the
the business part of the meeting. This is
program was a talk about the Festival of
contributed by Dee Schwinn, secretary of
Trees in Topeka. Thanks to Doris Wills
EARSP.
for her great newsletter which keeps the
Meadowlark editor informed.
LuAnna Peck from the Wichita Area shared
the details of their December 9th meeting
at Riverside Christian Church. They had
a festive meal and were entertained by
singers from Riverside Elementary. Also,
a part of the program was the viewing
of McCormik’s recently completed
video. Their newsletter also highlighted
their community service by assisting the
McKinney-Vento Program. They supply
blankets, small pillows, laundry soap and
toiletries. There are so many homeless
children in the Wichita Area.
The Wyandotte County Association had a
delicious turkey dinner on December 6th.
There was the Christmas spirit, hobbies
and crafts to buy at the meeting. They
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Apologies to the Junction City Area
and to Karen Meyers. I inadvertently
credited their activities in the December
newsletter to Johnson County. So Sorry!
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A new year is upon us, and I hope your
holiday season was safe and plentiful. It
is always a good time to reflect the many
positives we have going on in our lives.
Membership has been on the Board’s
mind much this past year. We have been
working hard to grow our membership
statewide. We have seen some gains in
areas in the state and losses in others.
With the change in dues taking effect this
new year, the Board is planning to target
membership to help our organization grow
and become stronger when it comes to
representation for many issues, including
securing a COLA for all. This all starts
with an organization that is strong and
moving forward.
Getting possible retirees from school
districts has been our issue. I understand
many districts will not share this
information. I understand the issues with
privacy, so how do we get around this
issue? I have an idea that each of us can
do.
Usually starting in January, teachers are
beginning to decide if they will retire
or not. When the teachers submit their
retirement letters, the board of education
must act on these letters. Once they
act on the request, the minutes will be
published in the paper or more likely on
the district’s webpage. This becomes
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STRENGTH IN UNITY

public information at that time. Once
that happens, you can contact them to ask
questions. Secondly, if you have their
address, let us know.
We have been creating a database of
potential members, but do not want to
contact them immediately when they
retire. So, our plan is to send them a
letter a couple of years later to see if
they are interested in joining. Being
recently retired may be too quick to join
an organization of fellowship. As you all
know, 40+ years of being around students/
people one is not always ready to join an
organization. Our office can help with
this task and take it off your hands. We
would need a name and an address; that is
it. We can do the rest.
We can grow our organization to be
extremely productive in the state. We can
have a voice in legislation, communities
and with one another. We just need to
keep moving forward.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Ernie Claudel
KARSP Lobbyist

The prospects are good for a “KPERS Day
at the Capitol.” We have a tentative date
of Wednesday, February 8th. Because of
the legislative year, we are almost forced
to schedule this event in February. We
still do not have an official confirmation;
however, we do not see any reason we
would not be granted permission to use
the space. This event would replace the
“Rallies” of the past. This is what we are
thinking:
• We will have the space to formally
meet from 8:00 until 1:00. It is unlikely

•

•

•

•

that we will be held to the ending time
because we are guessing the setup of
the area will remain unlike the “tear
down” necessary with the previous
format.
The focus of that day will be on
some type of benefit increase. I have
explained briefly below (B) the strategy
we plan to use this year.
We will meet with you prior to
your tour of the building. This
“training” will be more personal and
individualized. We will also have a list
of scheduled events that you may wish
to take in. We will also have guides to
help you find where you need/want to
be in the building.
The emphasis will be on meeting with
your legislators as well as dropping off
a card in the Governor’s Office, much
like last year.
It is too early to begin scheduling a
meeting with your Representative
and/or Senator, but here are some to
consider:
1. Most of the legislators arrive
early at the Capitol, many as
early as 7:30.
2. The House will likely go into
session between 10:00 & 11:00.
3. The Senate will likely go into
session at 2:00.
4. It is too early to know if there
are any committee meetings you
would like to attend.
5. There is a very nice eatery in the
Capitol, likely best described as a
deli. (In some years past this was
not the case.)
6. We believe that we will be able
to set the day up in such a way
that it will be very interesting and
educational.

If you have been communicating with
your legislator, continue to do so, and if
you have not been communicating with
your legislator, please begin to do so. It
has been noted that there are 32 new
Representatives. I know of only one who
has been thoroughly briefed on KPERS.
So, you need to talk to your legislator and
fill them in the best you can to help us out.

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP
Communicate to your representative
YOUR need for a COLA. If your
legislator indicates that she/he favors a
COLA, please email or text me and let
me know the extent of their commitment.
We have stated before that it wouldn’t be
inappropriate to ask for that commitment
in writing.
If you have any questions, give me a call
at the number below, and I will be happy
to answer them for you!
Ernie Claudel KARSP Lobbyist
eclaudel1@comcast.net
913-481-6923

NEW YEAR’S
RESOLUTIONS
• I will be active in my local
organization.
• I will invite friends who are retired
school personnel to a local meeting.
• I will contact my legislator about a
COLA regularly…not just once.
• I will volunteer in my community…and
I will report my hours to be counted!
• I will send good news of my unit to the
Meadowlark to share, and rest assured
the editor will get the information
correct…
• I will attend the KARSP Convention
June 14-16, 2023 in Junction City, and I
will bring a friend!
• I will work with my unit to be sure to
bring auction items to the convention
to help the Foundation with the grant
program.
• I will communicate with our district
director and participate in any district
events we have.
• I will have a healthy and positive 2023!

KARSP Board Meeting
Jan. 26, 2023 at 9:00
Via Zoom

Karen Pulaski, Convention Chair and Gary Carson,
Foundation President and auctioneer extraordinaire at
last year’s convention’s auction.

Happy 2023 to all!

