
Emporia Area 
Emporia Area Retired School Personnel have 
been busy delivering candy-grams to all school 
personnel in all buildings in the district to give 
our current personnel a note of gratitude and 
encouragement. 

Also, at a recent meeting, they were happy to 
welcome member Bob Grover who came to 
receive his Meadowlark award. Although he 
could not stay long, it was good to give him this 
honor he so greatly deserves. 
 

(Continued on page 3)

UNIT NEWS

Scholarship Awarded 
The Dickinson County Retired School Personnel 
has awarded a $500 scholarship to Gannon 
Mosher. Gannon is a 2022 graduate of Chapman 
High School and is attending Bethany College 
in Lindsborg. He is majoring in Elementary 
Education and Special Education. Thanks to 
Renee Kerbs for submitting this information. 

Manhattan Area Retired Education 
Association 
Lew Faust reported that the Manhattan Unit met 
on October 1st at the College Avenue Methodist 
Church. They had a social time at 9:00 and then 
the meeting began at 9:30. Their speaker this 
time was Tracee McQueen who spoke on the 
aging brain. For community service they are 
accepting monetary donations for the USD 383 
Fit Closet. On October 8, they took a fall tour at 
the US Calvary Museum. 

Leavenworth Area 
At their recent meeting, 
the Leavenworth 
Area Retired School 
Personnel had speaker 
TerriLois Mashburn, 
Leavenworth County 
Register of Deeds, give 
a presentation on how 
to protect our most reliable asset, our property. 
She explained the Property Fraud Alert System 
and new cutting-edge self imposed Biometric 
Liens Protective and Preventive. Leavenworth 
County is a leader in these systems. Thanks to 
Joe Grasela for sharing this information.  
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Some of the Timmerman staff receiving
their candy-grams.

Dee Schwinn presents the 
Meadowlark Award to 

Bob Grover
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STRENGTH IN UNITY

In the October issue of The Meadowlark, Jerry 
Henn, our Executive Director, did a beautiful job 
of indicating why we should vote for the people 
and the issues – not necessarily for the party. I 
was taught as a young child to study and to look 
at issues carefully so that I would understand 
them. With mid-term elections coming soon, we 
need to learn about candidates, who they are, 
and for what they stand – then we need to vote 
according to our findings.

Unfortunately, people from both parties are 
guilty of voting strictly along party lines. This 
type of voting does not always garner the best 
representatives of the constituents they serve, 
then problems arise.

Right now, across our nation, the repercussions 
of this behavior have brought division, 
bickering, and dysfunction to our government.  
We are uncompromising on issues – vital issues 
concerning the well-being of the people of our 
nation - merely because we will not work hand 
in hand with others, regardless of party. We are 
experiencing the second longest shutdown of our 
government in our country’s history. If it runs 
until November 5, it will become the longest in 
our nation’s history.

Although this seems like a modern problem, it is 
not. The church at Corinth during Paul’s lifetime 
also had problems of in-fighting, selfishness, and 
hatred, to name just a few.  When Paul heard of 
this, he wrote to the Corinthians pointing out all 
of the sins and hatred of the people, but in the 
13th chapter, he took a different approach and 
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The Gavel is Passed 
The board meeting on 
October 23 was Gil 
Bunning’s last official duty 
as president of KARSP. 
He will pass the gavel to 
Beccy Isom, next year’s 
president. Thanks to Gil 
for all his service to the 
organization. During his term 
as president, Gil and his wife Carol visited many 
of the units keeping them up to date on the state 
organization. He will now serve on the board as 
a past president.

BE INFORMED AND VOTE
Ernie Claudel
KARSP Legislative Chair

Introduction to Proposed 2026 Legislative Act
Background:  In 2023, the Kansas legislature 
enacted House Substitute for Senate Bill 229 
which established a “legislative compensation 
commission” responsible for evaluating 
the salaries, compensation, and retirement 
benefits for legislators.  The act empowered 
the commission “to set rates of compensation 
and salary for members of the legislature.”  
The commission’s recommendations would 
take effect automatically unless the legislature 
took explicit action to reject them.  Since 
no action was taken by legislators in 2024, 
the commission’s recommended salary and 
compensation increases were automatically 
implemented beginning with the 2025 legislative 
session.  Additionally, the act provides for 
annual automatic pay increases for all legislators 
beginning in January 2026.

Proposed Legislation: Modeled after the 
successful legislative pay raise commission 
act, SB No. 229, the Kansas Coalition of 
Public Retirees is submitting draft legislation 
for consideration in the 2026 session.  This 
proposed bill would authorize a commission 

told them how to correct all of these bad things – 
he said if they did not do things in love, it would 
be of no consequence. Love is the only way to 
heal the wounds of hatred and to create a better 
society. This letter to the Corinthians is now 
known as the “Love Chapter.” The message is 
still as vital today as it was during Paul’s lifetime 
- no matter what we do in this life, if we do it 
without love – it is nothing.

Three important “G’s” associated with love 
are gratitude, graciousness, and generosity. We 
must include these attributes when working with 
others, whether it is in politics or in our personal 
lives. These must be genuine and caring, not 
manipulative, if they are going to lift up others.

We must encourage people to do what is right 
and what will ultimately help others and our 
country.  The word “encourage” means literally 
to “put the heart in”; therefore, to “discourage” 
is to “tear the heart out.”  

Since the end of May, my wife, Carol, and I have 
spent nearly 60 days in Colorado as caregivers 
for her older sister. Over and over, Miriam would 
tell us how grateful she was to have the family 
she had, and she would tell us how much she 
loved us. The theme of her funeral was “Love is 
Forever” -- she lived the 3 G’s all of her life – 
she was grateful, she was gracious, and she was 
generous. To paraphrase the words to a popular 
song a few years ago – “What a difference she 
made in our lives – like the sunshine after rain – 
what a difference she made in our lives.”

I challenge you to be the difference in someone’s 
life by being encouraging, loving, and kind.
In this, my final “Heart of the Matter” as your 
KARSP President, my message to you is to 
develop the three “G’s” – it truly does matter 
when it is from the Heart!

Blessings to you –
Gil Bunning



to review and recommend adjustments to the 
retirement benefits for Kansas public retirees 
and beneficiaries. Notably, there has not been a 
comprehensive review or adjustment to Kansas 
Public Employee Retirement (KPERS) benefits 
since 1997, a span of twenty-eight (28) years.

Legislative Call to Action: We urge our 
legislators to introduce and pass this proposed 
legislation, establishing a commission tasked 
with conducting a comprehensive evaluation of 
retiree benefits.

Email Ideas
Jerry Henn, KARSP Executive Director, and 
I attended an AARP/NRTA (National Retired 
Teacher Association) conference virtually. One 
of the presentations was on effective emails. I 
found it personally very helpful. I am sharing 
it with you because I believed it would be very 
helpful to you as well, but also because the 
emphasis on brevity may relieve some of your 
communication fear with your representative 
in Topeka. This information is very compatible 
with my comments, “Remember a dissertation is 
not necessary!” 

The Subject Line 
•	 A subject line should be limited to about 30 

characters.
•	 Make it time sensitive/urgent if possible.
•	 “Will you please vote [or take some other 

action] for _____________.”
•	 “Will you please voice your support for a 

COLA now!”
•	 Hopefully, you will be able to use this 

suggestion later! “Please vote for Bill 
____________ which provides the 
KPERS retired with a COLA.”

Email Body
•	 Make the first sentence and certainly the 

first paragraph a summary of the rest of 
the body of the email.

•	 Remainder of the email body:
•	 Second Level: In some more detail, 

3 to 5 sentences explain in more 
detail (IF NECESSARY). If possible, 

communicate to the recipient what the 
problem is, the solution and the action 
needed. 

•	 Third Level: An option might be to 
enclose a link to something you want 
them to look at in greater detail. One 
example might be: List our website, 
www.ksretirees.org and what you want 
them to read on the site.

Three Cautions:
1.	 Do not try to prove your knowledge of the 

vocabulary of the English language. 
2.	 Keep the statistics to a minimum!
3.	 Be brief and concise!!
……………………………………

Prepared by Ernie Claudel, KARSP Legislative 
Chair and KCPR and KARSP Lobbyist and 
members of the KARSP executive board and 
KCPR Steering Committee.

Find Your Legislator
If you do not know, or are not sure, who your 
Kansas Senator and Representative is, go to 
OpenStates.org. It will ask you what you are 
looking for and enter legislators. It will next 
ask for your address, and your Senator and 
Representative will pop up!!

The KARSP Board met in Goddard on
October 23, 2025. Thanks to Dr. Justin Henry, 

superintendent of Goddard, for taking the photo!

http://www.ksretirees.org
http://OpenStates.org

